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WHEREAS ,  D r .  Mer cede s  A l t i z e r  McK ie rnan  pas sed  away  peace fu l l y  on
Ju l y  1 6 ,  2023 ,  i n  Be l l e vue ,  Wash ing ton ,  a t  t he  age  o f  95 ,  l eav i ng  beh ind
a  l ong  l egacy  o f  s e r v i c e ,  c ompas s i on ,  and  ded i ca t i on  t o  t he  a r t  o f
hea l i ng ;  and

WHEREAS ,  D r .  A l t i z e r  was  bo rn  on  Augus t  6 ,  1 927 ,  and  pu r sued  a
d i s t i ngu i shed  med i ca l  ca ree r  a t  a  t ime  when  f ew  women  en te red  the
f i e l d ,  g radua t i ng  f r om the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Wash ing ton  Schoo l  o f  Med i c i ne
i n  1 953 ;  and

WHEREAS ,  s he  p rac t i c ed  fam i l y  med i c i ne  i n  Po r ta l e s ,  New  Mex i co ;
Lebanon ,  Oregon ;  and  S i l v e r t on ,  Oregon ,  s e r v i ng  commun i t i e s  l a rge  and
sma l l  w i t h  unwave r i ng  commi tmen t  un t i l  he r  r e t i r emen t  a t  t he  age  o f
76 ;  and

WHEREAS ,  o ve r  t he  cou r se  o f  he r  decades - l ong  ca ree r ,  D r .  A l t i z e r
t ouched  coun t l e s s  l i v e s  t h rough  he r  ca re  and  compas s i on ,  r ep re sen t i ng
the  h ighe s t  i dea l s  o f  fam i l y  med i c i ne  and  l eav i ng  a  l a s t i ng  impac t  on
the  pa t i en t s  and  fam i l i e s  s he  s e r ved ;  and



WHEREAS ,  she  became  a  member  o f  t he  Amer i can  Academy  o f  Fam i l y
Phy s i c i an s  on  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 79 ,  and  was  hono red  a s  a  L i f e  Member  i n  2020 ,  a
t e s tamen t  t o  he r  l i f e l ong  ded i ca t i on  t o  t he  f i e l d  and  he r  con t r i bu t i on s  t o
advanc i ng  fam i l y  med i c i ne ;  and

WHEREAS ,  D r .  A l t i z e r ’ s  l egacy  con t i nue s  t h rough  the  many  l i v e s  she
i n f l uenced  and  the  p ro fe s s i ona l  pa th  she  he lped  pave  fo r  women  i n
med i c i ne ;

NOW THEREFORE LET  IT  BE

RESOLVED ,  t h i s  r e so l u t i on  o f  condo l ence  be  p la ced  be fo re  t he  AAFP
Congre s s  o f  De l ega te s  and ;  BE  IT  FURTHER

RESOLVED ,  t ha t  a  copy  o f  t h i s  r e so l u t i on  be  conveyed  to  he r  fam i l y
and  l oved  one s  w i t h  hea r t f e l t  s ympathy  and  g ra t i t ude  fo r  D r .  A l t i z e r ’ s
e xemp la r y  l i f e  o f  s e r v i c e  and  the  p ro found  d i f f e r ence  she  made  i n  he r
commun i t y  and  p ro fe s s i on .


